REMARKS 

Claims 1-7 are now pending in the application. By this paper, Claims 1 and 7 
have been amended. The basis for the amendments can be found throughout the 
specification, claims, and drawings originally filed. No new matter has been added. 
The preceding amendments and the following remarks are believed to be fully 
responsive to the outstanding Office Action and are believed to place the application in 
condition for allowance. The Examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider and 
withdraw the rejections in view of the amendments and remarks contained herein. 

Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. § 102 

Claims 1, 2, 6, and 7 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kobayashi (U.S. Pat. No. 6,036,299). This rejection is respectfully 
traversed. 

Independent Claim 1 recites a liquid member ejecting device including a first 
sucking member covering at least nozzles disposed on a surface of an ejecting head in 
an air-tight manner and a first depressurizing section connected to the first sucking 
member to depressurize an inside of the ejecting head via the first sucking member. 
Independent Claim 1 further recites a second sucking member covering at least nozzles 
disposed on a surface of the ejecting head in an air-tight manner and a second 
depressurizing section separate from the first depressurizing section and connected to 
the second sucking member. The second depressurizing section communicates with a 
liquid member tank to depressurize an inside of the ejecting head with the second 
sucking member and to depressurize an inside of the liquid member tank. 
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Independent Claim 7 recites a method for ejecting a liquid member by using a 
liquid member ejecting device including a first sucking member for covering nozzles in 
an air-tight manner formed on a nozzle forming surface of an ejecting head and a first 
depressurizing section connected to the first sucking member for depressurizing an 
inside of the ejecting head with the first sucking member. Independent Claim 7 further 
recites a second sucking member for covering nozzles in an air-tight manner formed on 
a nozzle forming surface of the ejecting head and a second depressurizing section 
separate from the first depressurizing section and connected to the second sucking 
member. The second depressurizing section communicates with a liquid member tank 
for depressurizing an inside of the ejecting head with the second sucking member and 
depressurizing an inside of the liquid member tank. 

In this regard, the presently pending claims recite a first depressurizing section 
and a second depressurizing section for use with a first sucking member and a second 
sucking member. The first depressurizing section is separate from the second 
depressurizing section, whereby the first depressurizing section depressurizes an inside 
of an ejecting head while the second depressurizing section depressurizes an inside of 
the ejecting head and an inside of a liquid member tank. See the specification at Page 
16, Ins. 12-21, Page 17, Ins. 11-14, and Figures 1-3. 

Applicant respectfully submits that Kobayashi fails to disclose a first 
depressurizing section and a separate second depressurizing section, whereby the first 
depressurizing section depressurizes an inside of an ejecting head and the second 
depressurizing section depressurizes an inside of the ejecting head and depressurizes 
an inside of a liquid member tank. Furthermore, Applicant respectfully submits that 
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Kobayashi fails to disclose an inkjet recording apparatus having a pair of 
decompressing sections. Rather, Kobayashi discloses a recording head (7) for ejecting 
black ink and associated with a black ink cartridge (9) and a recording head (8) for color 
printing. See Kobayashi at Col. 3, Ins. 23-35 and Figure 2. A cap (12) seals the 
recording head (7) and a cap (13) seals the recording head (8). See Kobayashi at Col. 
3, Ins. 36-39 and Figure 2. A suction pump (14) is associated with the cap (12) while a 
suction pump (15) is associated with the cap (13). See Kobayashi at Col. 3, Ins. 36-49 
and Figure 2. 

While Kobayashi discloses a pair of pumps (14, 15), the pumps (14, 15) are 
associated with separate recording heads. Specifically, the pump (14) is associated 
with the recording head (7) for ejecting black ink while the pump (15) is associated with 
the recording head (8) for ejecting color ink. See Kobayashi at Figure 2. Kobayashi 
fails to disclose that the pumps (14, 15) cooperate to act on either recording head (7, 8) 
together such that the first decompressing section (14) decompresses an inside of an 
ejecting head (7 or 8) and the second decompressing section (15) decompresses the 
inside of the same ejecting head (7 or 8) while concurrently decompressing an inside of 
a liquid member tank. Applicant respectfully submits that the pumps (14, 15) act 
independently and act on separate recording heads (7, 8). 

In furtherance of the above remarks, Applicant notes that the cap (12) of the 
black-ink cartridge (9) is decompressed by using the pump (14) to fill the black-ink 
cartridge (9). See Kobayashi at Figure 2. A valve (V1) is released while the pump (14) 
operates, while ink containing bubbles is discharged to a waste-ink tank. See 
Kobayashi at Figures 2 and 10(a)-11(c). In this manner, filling the cartridge (9) with ink 
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and discharging bubbles contained in the cartridge (9) are carried out continuously by a 
common pump. Therefore, Applicant reiterates the position that Kobayashi fails to 
disclose a first decompressing section and a second decompressing section, whereby 
the first decompressing section acts on an inside of an ejecting head and the second 
decompressing section acts on the inside of the ejecting head as well as on the inside 
of a liquid member tank. 

In light of the foregoing, Applicant respectfully submits that independent Claims 1 
and 7, as well as Claims 2-3 and 6, respectively dependent therefrom, are in condition 
for allowance. Accordingly, reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection is 
respectfully requested. 

Rejection Under 35 U.S.C, § 103 

Claim 3 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kobayashi (U.S. Pat. No. 6,036,299) in view of Ikezaki (U.S. Pat. No. 5,920,330). This 
rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Independent Claim 1 is believed to be in condition for allowance in light of the 
foregoing remarks. Because Claim 3 depends from independent Claim 1, Applicant 
respectfully submits that Claim 3 is similarly in condition for allowance. Accordingly, 
reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Applicant acknowledges the allowance of Claims 4 and 5. 
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Conclusion 

It is believed that all of the stated grounds of rejection have been properly 
traversed, accommodated, or rendered moot. Applicant therefore respectfully requests 
that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw all presently outstanding rejections. It is 



believed that a full and complete response has been made to the outstanding Office 
Action and the present application is in condition for allowance. Thus, prompt and 
favorable consideration of this amendment is respectfully requested. If the Examiner 
believes that personal communication will expedite prosecution of this application, the 
Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at (248) 641-1600. 



Harness, Dickey & Pierce, P.L.C. 
P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248)641-1600 

GGS/BEW/MHSAca 



Respectfully submitted 



Dated: October 27, 2006 




G. Gregory Schivley 

Reg. No. 27,382 
Bryant E. Wade 



Reg. No. 40,344 
Matthew H. Szalach 
Reg. No. 53,665 
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